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This text is a succinct exposition of substantive criminal law to which a student can turn for reliable

guidance. For the student who likes to spend study time analyzing cases and/or law review articles,

but would like to see a brief textual treatment of each day's assignment, this book provides that

treatment. Also, the book provides an overview or perspective to aid the student in synthesizing an

entire semester's worth of material. The text provides the scope and highlights you need to excel in

understanding this field.
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As a first year law student, I bought this book thinking it would help me and supplement the class.

However, I found this book not very useful. In fact, I found it frustrating. I would find it brief in the

places I needed the most hope and long and drawn out over issues that were simple. While the

book does a nice job of covering basic concepts like mens rea " style="display: inline"> Yes No

Unfortunately this edition concentrated quite a bit on the common law aspects of criminal law, and

not much on the MPC, both of which are usually tested.The writing wasn't bad, and it was sectioned

off quite well. Just be aware that if you are in a MPC heavy jurisdiction or class, that you may want

to look elsewhere. (I like the Crunchtime books.)

The Nutshell series are good review books for learning the black letter law as well as having decent



commentary on key cases and areas to focus your study. A critical element of the law student's

library and well worth the read and the cost.

The Nutshell series are some of the best I've used in law school, and trust me I've tried pretty much

every type out there. Definetly a must buy!
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